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ophthalmology, the editor deserves much praise. The contributions of 
Reeve, Suter, Eilett, Starr, Yeasey, and Shumway all lend strength to 
the work. 

Under the able editorship of Dr. Jonathan Wright the portion of 
the book dealing with diseases of the nose, throat, and ear are written 
in accord with the high standard maintained by the Bection devoted to 
diseases of the eye. Dr. Goo dale’s chapter on the histological pathology 
of diseases of the nose and throat h a notable exposition of the proper 
methods to be pursued in this line of work. The various methods of 
examination of the nose and throat are clearly explained by Newcomb. 
The chapters by Richardson, Simpson, and Casselberry on Diseased Con¬ 
ditions of the Nose and Throat and Their Treatment, and that by St. 
Clair Thomson on the Accessory Sinuses are each of them excellent. Dr. 
Birkett’s chapter on Diseases of the Ore- and Nasopharynx is especially 
notable for the excellent illustrations which accompany it. It is to be 
regretted that Dr. Hopkins, in his otherwise excellent chapter on 
Deformities of the Nose, makes no mention of the use of paraffin by 
subcutaneous injection. For special commendation in the section on 
Diseases of the Ear we would mention Alderton’s chapter on Purulent 
Inflammation. It is excellent in every particular. 

If there must be criticism, it would be that the book is bulky. How¬ 
ever, it is well made and lavishly illustrated. Altogether it is a splendid 
addition to our literature, and ought to prove a very present help in 
time of trouble to those who count their books as friends. 

W. R. 


Diseases of the Eye. A Handbook of Ophthalmic Practice for 
Students and Practitioners. By G. E. de Schweinitz, A.M., M.D., 
Professor of Ophthalmology in the University of Pennsylvania, Consult¬ 
ing Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Philadelphia Polyclinic, Ophthalmic 
Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital, Ophthalmologist to the Orthopmdic 
Hospital and Infirmary for Nervous Diseases. With 280 illustrations 
and. 6 chromo-lithographic plates. Fourth edition, thoroughly revised. 
Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903 

The first edition of this work appeared in 1892. Four editions be¬ 
sides the supplementary one of the first have been required since that 
time. This shows clearly what a place this fine hook .has made for 
itself. This edition contains about 150 pages more than the first. 

The firsL four chapters deal with optical principles, ophthalmoscopy, 
ophthalmometry, refraction of the eye, functional.testing, and examina¬ 
tion. These chapters are clear and full, embracing more than a quarter 
of the entire work—not too much, as this department of ophthalmology 
is largely sui generis and the most specialized of the whole, presenting 
the greatest difficulties to the student. The author does not offer a 
simple epitome of the principles intelligible only to the reader who is 
already acquainted therewith, but has succeeded in putting them in 
such a form as to meet the requirements of the novice as well. These 
chapters have been largely rewritten for this edition. 

Among the many interesting points brought out we select a few: 
Tscherning’s view of the accommodation—that it does not depend on 
relaxation of the zonula, but on its tension, flattening the peripheral 
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portion of the lens and increasing the curvature of the centre—is given, 
as well as the older view of Helmholtz. 

The normal temperature of the lower fold of the conjunctival sac is 
stated to be 96° F. There is an average increase of 1.7 F. in inflamed 
eyes. The highest is found in acute iritis. 

Jackson’s binocular magnifying lens is commended. We fail to find 
any reference to Thorner’a beautiful ophthalmoscope. 

Homatropine, if properly used, is indorsed as giving “ very satisfactory 
results ” as a cycloplegic. Atropine, hyoscyamine, hyoscine, duboisine, 
and scopolamine are also mentioned as efficient cycloplegics. Euphthal- 
mine and cocaine are active mydriatics, not cycloplegics. Ephedrin 
homatropine 1-10, rnydrol 10 per cent., and atrocin are referred to. 

In ordering glasses for hypermetropia allowance for range is properly 
insisted upon. Why does not the same apply to myopia? 

In myopia full correction is the object to be attained in young per¬ 
sons, no matter how high the myopia, if the vision is full and binocular 
vision exists. When the visual acuity is imperfect or binocular vision 
lost, it is better to order partial correction for near work. Of removal 
of the clear lens in high myopia, the author states that his experience, 
though limited, has been favorable. 

Among the eighteen varieties of keratitis described special paragraphs 
are devoted for the first time in this edition to relapsing traumatic bul¬ 
lous keratitis, keratitis annularis et disciformis, grill-like keratitis, athero¬ 
matous ulcers of the cornea, or scar keratitis. The latter attacks cor¬ 
neal scars and staphylomas, leading in some cases to purulent ulcers. 

Sympathetic inflammation is sharply differentiated from sympathetic 
irritation. In the treatment, intraocular as well as subconjunctival in¬ 
jections of bichloride of mercury are condemned. Alberti’s statistics 
are quoted in support of the view that sympathetic ophthalmitis is not 
as grave as formerly. Mr. George Critchett’s operation is recommended 
for the complicated cataract formed by the union of iris, lens, and cap¬ 
sule in some cases. 

Of the symptoms of heterophoria the author remarks that “ many 
instances of remarkable nervous disturbances are associated with hetero¬ 
phoria, especially hyperphoria (as well as with refractive errors), and 
cure will often follow the relief of the ocular difficulty. Unfortunately, 
the whole matter has not always escaped exaggeration.” The author 
does not appear to think very highly of operative interference in these 
cases. While he admits that “brilliant results have been made and 
described, a good deal of injudicious snipping of the tendons of the 
ocular muscles has been practised.” 

A special feature of the book is the place given to the newer rem¬ 
edies. Holocaine is praised as an “ admirable local anesthetic.” It 
does not affect the pupil, nor the accommodation, nor increase the intra¬ 
ocular tension. Dionin is mentioned as a remedy in corneal ulcera¬ 
tions, inflammations of the uveal tract, and glaucoma. The author’s 
experience with it has been unsatisfactory. Acoin finds no favor. 

An appendix deals with the ophthalmometer and Stevens’ strange 
instrument, “ the tropometer.” Description of the latter might perhaps 
have been omitted without depriving the reader of much useful infor¬ 
mation. 

The excellence of this work, however, cannot be justly estimated 
from isolated extracts. As a whole, it is an adequate and satisfac- 
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tory exposition of the subject with which it deals. Sanity of view 
characterizes it throughout. There is absolutely no riding of hobbies. 
Finally, we cannot lay down the book without expressing our admira¬ 
tion for its excellent English, making a perusal of the work a source of 
pleasure as well as of instruction. T. B. S. 


Dilatation of the Stomach. By M. Soupault, Mddecin de h6pitaux 
de Paris. One volume, 96 pages, with figures in the text. Pasteboard 
(Actualities medicates). Paris: J. B. Baill&re & Sons, 1902. 

The author presents the question of the dilatation of the stomach in 
a clear and precise manner. A careful clinical analysis, aided by the 
most precise technical procedures, has shown that the increase in the 
capacity of the stomach and the motor insufficiency which accompanies 
it are in reality a secondary state, the pathological significance of which 
is directly dependent upon the most variable causes. The author first 
studies the symptoms common to all dilatations, then their etiology and 
pathology, developing in detail the question of dilatations of pyloric 
origin, dilatations from extrinsic causes, and dilatations from an insuffi¬ 
cient motor action of the walls. 

Practically half of the book is devoted to the treatment of the affec¬ 
tion. First, the general hygienic measures are discussed which are 
necessary to the general treatment of all varieties of dilatation; then 
the more special treatment of the dilatation of pyloric origin and of in¬ 
sufficiency are given in detail. W. T. L. 


A Handbook of Materia Medica, Pharmacy, and Therapeutics. 
By Samuel O. L. Potter, A.M., M.D., M.R.C.P., London, formerly 
Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in the Cooper Medi¬ 
cal College of San Francisco; Major and Surgeon of Volunteers, U.S. 
Army, etc. Ninth edition, revised and enlarged. Pp. xiii., 951. Phila¬ 
delphia : P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1902. 

This edition, in addition to the matter contained in its predecessor, 
embodies the three years’ experience of the author in a tropical climate 
in both civil and military practice. In the materia medica portion 
forty-three articles are either new or rewritten; some of the new ones, 
however, are not extensive—e. y., that on eu quinine, which appears as 
equinine in the preface. In the therapeutic section forty-five articles 
are added or presented in a new dress. This does not fully record the 
changes, for in a large number of instances condensations, elaborations, 
or substitutions are met with. The book is enlarged but little as com¬ 
pared with the extent of revision. The work has always appealed to 
us as an excellent one for the physician who may U6e it for study or refer¬ 
ence ; of less value, perhaps, to the student who likes to learn his bear¬ 
ings and the relationship of remedies. Its dictionary-like arrangement 
gives valuable but disconnected information. For the physician, as a 
practical work by one whose labors have been performed under various 



